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“We Shall Overcome”

We shall overcome, we shall overcome,
We shall overcome someday.
Oh, deep inmy heart, | do believe,
We shall overcome someday.
The truth will make us free,
the truth will make us free,

The truth will make us free someday,
Oh, deep inmy hear, | do believe,
We shall overcome someday.
We'll walk hand in hand,
we'll walk hand in hand,

We'll walk hand in hand someday.
Oh, deep inmy hear, | do believe,
We shall overcome someday.
We are not afraid, we are not afraid,
We are not afraid today.

Oh, deep inmy hear, | do believe,
We shall overcome someday.
The truth will make us free,
the truth will make us free,

The truth will make us free someday,
Oh, deep inmy hear, | do believe,
We shall overcome someday.
We shall overcome, we shall overcome,
We shall overcome someday.

Oh, deep inmy heart, | do believe,
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One of the most overooked aspecis of Martin Lu-
ther King's legacy is his work around economic jusfice
and poverty. Though the landmark rally in 1963 during

which King delivered his **| Have A Dream”™ " speech is

now widely known as "The March on Washington,” the
complete title of that eventwas "The March on Wash-
ington for Jobs and Freedom.” In fact, in the last year
ofhis life, Dr. King was organizing the Poor People's
Campaign, a multiracial efiort to alleviate poverty and
provide guaranteed income for every cit-

zen. King undersfood that without greater economic
equality, racial disparifies and divisions could nothbe

OVErZIme.

In 1967, Dr. King wrole the foreword for
the Freedom Budget — a far-reaching and ambitious
social proposal created by economist Leon Keysering
and March on Washington organizer Bayard Rusfin. It
involved massive invesiments in public works and in-
frasfructure, fraining programs that would upgrade
skills and education, employment opportunify expan-
sion, afiordable public health services, and raising the
minimum wage fo two dollars an hour — an amount
equivalent to $13.79 in buying power foday, though
our federal minimum wage is currently $7 25 an hour.

The Freedom Budget, along with many of the eco-
nomic goals of the civil ights movement, never
came to pass, lkeaving a racial economic chasm that
persisis o this day. Today the Freedom Budget
remains starfingly relevant, emphasizing issues
such as job creafion, living wages, access o befier
health care, and wealth redistribution — relevant and

urgent problems that s6ll impair our country.

In remembernng Dr. King and the legacy of the
Black Freedom movement for which he gave his lile,
too often we revise history and speak as though the
racism and white supremacy he fought against
are now problems of the past The fruth is
gince Dr. King's time, the Black Unemployment
Rafte has remained twice that of whites, and in the
last three decades, racial wealth inequality has bal
kooned out of confrol. To fruly honor Dr. King, we
must remember that he died on the baftlefield fight
ing for an agenda, which to this day remains unreal-
ized. Dr. King's dream of racial equality is sill a
dream that requires ongoing sfruggle fo make a

Realify.

Dr. King and the movement he represents offer

us many valuable lessons, both as a counfry and as
indnaduals. A core principle of the 1967 Freedom
Budget holds that smart invesimenfs that spur eco-
nomic growth are the best way forward for a weak
economy. This also holds true for our own personal
economy. For a young adult out of high school, or
an unemployed worker forced to undergo a carser
change, it may be tempfing to keep freading wafer
and avold nsk — but it is often precisely during these
ftimes of personal economic uncertainty that we
should investin higher educafion or job cerfification
programs that will, over the long run, allow us fo

bring in more income and gain economic stabiity.

During Dr. King's famed speech at the March on
Washington for Freedom and Jobs, he stated, "We
refuse fo believe there are insuficient funds in the
great vaulis of opporfunity of this nafion.” One of
the great economic lessons Dr. King has for us all is
this: The road fo prosperity requires of us faith,
siruggle, sacrifice, and invesiment, particularly for
the mostvulnerable. On Martin Luther King's
birthday, letus commit curselves to DOr. King's

ECOoNomIc principles.




